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WASHINGTON, Aug. 10 — The Unit- 1 the documents 

I CtntAA t4. It r I J ... 


Chief of Sta ff, Gen. George C. Marshall. I intercepts selectively released by the 
The histoi ian who filed suit to obtain N.S. A. But they do reveal that the 

P rlnnimontc »<* a _ I 1 i n . . v 


aMi' Sta t.r S 1? ied h° US y° rld y /ar 11 1 * ellow 31 instdu^for^llcy S^ud 3 wereteHta^^ readme 

rirvfn a br ,ht> ng thei , r 5 0 < l es and ,nter ' ,es ,. in Washington who has argued that ambassadors' wartime communiaues g 
cepting their secret diplomatic com- political considerations overwhelmed "Stalin called me to the Kremlin" 

me U nSsh S ow neWly daCte-S,,ied H 2"£7 “* dedSi0n tothe 

The documents depict an enormous • "Every °new fragment of secret in-' I arv° 1945. b “A k mer!can l ?r^h| ty JanU ’ 

fol fn V | u ^ n0wn Amer 'can in- formation suggests the Hiroshima de- extensively discussed. P Stafte1ook 'a 
g nee effort. The origins of the cold cision was totally unnecessary," Mr. special interest in "the nossihliiie^ ni 
war can be seen like a photograph Alperovitz said. "With the cold war I closer cooperat.on betwee^MexIco and 
beginning to develop, in the 800 pages over, it’s high time we cracked open all the U.S.S.R. aher the war ” the ambas 
of mtercepted communications from the secrets that have been kepr^from sador reported * lh ^mbas- 

1945 released to a historian as a result the American DeoDle M reaHino ei „.u , a . j 

of a lawsuit filed against the National For three years the National Securi- United Statef llaSedThTthe Sovietsl 
ecui it v Agency, the principal United ty Agency fought release of these inter- negotiating positions were for the divi- 

tn nl,rl)‘ ance and COmmunica - S eptS - which Mr - Alperovitz sought un- sion of the^stwar world < 

tions-intercepuon agency. . der the Freedom of Information Act, The documents also show that the 

nfficpr« X rn?H fh Am ^ nC . an lnte ige . nce f. ayin8 lheir re,ease would cause United States analyzed the thoughts oi 

Long List of Nations 


tions of the French leader, Gen. 
Charles de Gaulle. They came to under- 


vise pacts giving Washington a free 
hand to intervene in Latin America. 


stand France's fury at President Camille Branch, a representative oi while ODD osf^ 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s refusal to supd the N.S.A., which conducts all of the Lf influence hp.mw Soviet spheres 
oort its wish tn rule TnHnrhin^ • - oi influence in Europe 


Was Japan ready 
to quit before 
Hiroshima? 


port its wish to rule Indochina. After 
Roosevelt died, the United States gave 
its blessing to France’s return to Indo^ 
china, in large part to win French 
solidarity against the Soviet Union. 

The documents also show that the 
United States had information suggest' 
ing that top members of the Japanese 
Army were willing to surrender more 
than three months before the United 
States dropped atomic bombs on Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki 48 years ago. 

“Since the situation is clearly recog-l uie msciosure represented "an unusu-Und hemispheric defense aeainsf it ” 
mzed to be hopeless, large sections of ally large release" of information by fh at ffirhv Was an AmLrteM 

the Japanese armed forces would not the N.S.A. 9 --IP?.! ^'“ a " ty n was an 

regard with disfavor an American re- The documents, part of a collection fj 0 ns and in particular in the draftine 

quest for capitulation even if the terms known as the Magic intercepts, reflect Lf Article 51 of the United Nation! 

were hard," a German diplomat re- American spying on Belgium, Bolivia, Charter whiL recoeniLd ^ rifhTof 
ported to Berlin after talking with a Bulgaria, Chile. China. Colombia, Den- "collecUve self defense " nJfi! 
ranking Japanese naval officer on May mark, Ecuador. Egypt. Finland, leaa basi! for American in,™, ™ 
5. 1945, three days before Germany France, Greece, Iran, Italy, Liberia! I L 0 ?" .‘P‘ e ^ ent , ,on 

itself surrendered. ' 1 »vomKn„^ — . — . 

Passed Up Chain of Command 


One tap reveals a Venezuelan diplo- 
mat reporting to his government on a 
meeting with Assistant Secretary of 
State Nelson A. Rockefeller. 

"Rockefeller communicated to us 
the anxiety of the United States Gov- 
ernment about the Russian attitude," 
the Foreign Minister reported on May 
7, 1945. United States officials, he said, 
were "beginning to speak of Commu- 
nism as they once spoke of Naziism, 
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t iivomKmivn • — *. ’T,^ ’. < “T w r* 1 111 the Korean War and the Persian 
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, Gulf war 

h.P^ ay ^m a ! Ua ^ Per c Ul P0la P d “- Por ‘ ln Ma V as the United Nations 
United States intelligence analysts! land Svria Turkev'nnfilfiv’ u Swltzer ' took shape, the United States knew the 
underscored this information as they L and^ugJslavia^ as^eh as^n Ger neg0,ia,ln 8 Positions of nearly every 
passed it up the chain of command, the many andJaDan in 1945 11 as on Gl er * important member state, the docu- 
records show.. imelliocnccv^jLnJ L h .. . ments show - That was useful t0 tw o 

The question of whether the atomic ura" thafan narion^ l Za S nat ’ men who read the Ma 8 ic intercepts, 

bombs were necessary to end World ^ ^ J “ McCloy ' the Assistant Secre- 

War II in the Pacific is the subject oi their enemie! WeU 35 tary of War ' and Henr y Stimson - the 

unending debate anions historians I **!#»« an nin 00 .,j nr , , , I Secretary of War. 

Many United States officials believed have friends it has Interests' UT Mc Q Cloy was drafting Article 51 

that the alternatives were atom bombs Thomas Pnlp'ar a 4n.„»J 3 “ May 1945 when he telephoned Mr. 


that the alternatives were atom bombs Thomas Polear a 40 vear veteran^! i n May 

o,™ lnv. a „„ ft. “2“ h r“*T“L „k,„ e ft. posu™ ft., 

the Japanese perhaps 10 times that I '“ vou do iL" resources to do I to operate under this regional a r range- 

many," said Andrew Goodpaster, whe The me nt in South America, and at the 

in 1945 was a general concerned With wartime allies - Britain andtheSwiAt same „ t ‘ me '"‘ervene promptly in Eu- 
strategic planning .under the Armv 1 ininn and /h e Soviet rope," M r , McCloy S3id to Mr. Stimson, 

B A rmy | union -r are not represented in the according to his biographer, Kai Bird. 



